136              THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF

From my Charlie Hardinge* on my return to Downing Street, who
Diary, ^ told me he had left Lord Knollys in tears and suggested
10 Downing my sending Henry a telegram : I sat down and wrote:
Mav^eth             " ' Advise your returning immediately. The King

ioio      *       seriously ill: all London in state of well-founded alarm *
9                 Margot/

" This was sent from the Admiralty in cypher. I
felt shattered, and received my lunch party with a silent
heart.

" Lord Kitchener, Lady Frances Balfour, John Burns,
Nathalie Ridley, Lucy, Elizabeth and I sat down to lunch.
K. of K. walked up to the window and broke the silence
by saying the flag was still flying at the Palace, a remark
which jarred upon me profoundly ; but excepting Frances
Balfour none of the company seemed at all able to realize
the gravity of the situation.

" While we were eating our lunch, messages came from
the Palace:

" ' No improvement/

" I sent a note to Lord Knollys begging him to send
for Kingston Fowler, as Court Doctors are not always the
best. He answered with his unfailing courtesy:

" * Many thanks for your letter, I will at once tell the
Doctors what you say. I am afraid I can give you no
better news/

" Our Secretary, Roderick Meiklejohn, came in after
lunch and reassured me by saying he was certain the
Admiralty Yacht would be in reach of the news of the
King's illness, and while he was talking I received the
following note from John Burns:

" ' May 6th, 1910.
" ' Private.

" ' DEAR MRS. ASQUITH,

" * I hear and I hope it is true that you have sent

* Lord Hardinge of Penshurst.